What is the likelihood of a positive report being incorrect? Obviously, this will vary among different laboratories. We issued 283 positive reports, and of these only 2 were incorrect. The first error arose within a few weeks of starting cytology, and it can be attributed to inexperience; the second, which did not occur until almost six years later, can be best described as a lapse of judgment. In both cases, the mistakes were due to the misinterpretation of hyperplastic or hypertrophic mesothelial cells-a notorious pitfall of cytodiagnosis.

